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Liberty and Safety-Security — Beyond trade-off theory
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SUMMARY

After <9/11>, many have expressed concern about the trade-off relationship
between liberty and safety-security. To begin with, however, the relationship between
liberty and safety-security is not just a simple trade-off, but a historically shifting and
logically overlapping each other relationship. Historically, it has changed from “individ-
uals on the basis of community safety” as a matter of fact to “community prioritizing
personal safety and liberty” at least as an idea that constitutes human society. Logically,
both liberty and safety-security were multifaceted and multilayered, with various rela-
tionships within themselves, sometimes mutually presuppose and complementary, some-
times trade-offs between the two. There is reason to focus attention on the trade-off
relationship, but it needs to be discussed in the context of a holistic perspective. This
paper examines this issue from the perspective of societal safety studies and identifies
the possibilities and challenges to which societal safety studies can contribute.
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