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The 76th Japan-America Student Conference

2024/8/3 - 8/24
Los Angeles - New Orleans - Washington D.C.
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As one whose own first involvement in
Japan-US relations was under the
auspices of the Japan-America Student
Conference in 1939, I can tell you
honestly that it was one of my formative
events of my lifetime. Having stood in
your shoes more than fifty years ago, I
sincerely hope that you will take full
advantage of your participation in JASC.
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I had had little opportunity, in this post-

war period, to meet and exchange views
informally with Japanese people. The
Japan-America Student Conference
provided that opportunity, and from it
came many valuable new perspectives on
Japanese culture and society. It was also at
that time that my interest was awakened in
Japanese artistic and aesthetic traditions,
and appreciation which remains with me to
this day.
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Celebrating the 90th anniversary of the exchange between Japanese
and American university students, the Japan-American Student
Conference holds a profound legacy of peace and understanding
between our nations. JASC provides us a unique opportunity to engage
in open dialogue, to listen attentively, and to empathetically consider
the diverse concerns, worries, and struggles that shape our shared
tomorrow. This conference isn’t just an academic endeavor; it's a
transformative space encouraging self-discovery. I encourage each
incoming delegate to embrace this unique opportunity, letting it kindle
creativity, inspire innovative ideas, and deepen collaborative spirits
within our communities.

The theme of JASC76, "Visions: perspectives reflected from the
past - together understanding, contributing for the future" serves as
the guiding light for our conference. It reminds us that we stand at the
intersection of history and possibility, where the lessons of the past
are the foundations we build upon. It encourages us to empathetically REMETRAR

understand diverse perspectives, fostering an environment of mutual Ka Yan Tam
respect and cultural appreciation. University of Southern
California
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When I applied to JASC 75, I saw how JASC’s mission aligned with
the kind of space I wanted to be in long-term. I knew I wanted to
work with my interests across Asia and America, but I wasn’t really
sure what the future would hold for me. Not only did JASC allow me
to think about all of these interests with new and rich inspirations, but
I was pushed to grow as a person as I navigated new cross-cultural
relationships and difficult histories. It was definitely an unforgettable
experience with so many small memories.

Shine Lee University of California, Berkeley
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JASC opened up my world view giving me first hand experience with
independence, leadership, language and cultural exchange. During
this program I learned how to adapt to and manage multiple
personalities, and improve my time management skills. I used our free
time to explore, shop, and speak with the natives. I loved hanging out
with friends and making late night runs to Family Mart. I will forever
cherish all the fun times with my new friends both Japanese and

American. Leeanna Hays  George Mason University
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